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May 9, 1946.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WANHINGTON

The Honorable SETH W. RICHARDSON,
General Counscet, Joint Committee on the Investigation
of the Pearl Havbor Atlack, Congress of the United Ntatex,

DEAR MR. RICHARDSON : Reference is made to Mr, Masten's oral inquiry regard-
ing the date of receipt in Washington of Ambassador Grew's letter to President
Roosevelt dated September 22, 1941, which was transmitted by the President to
the State Department on October 29, 1941, A careful search has been made,
but no information has been found in the Department's records relative to this
question. However, for your information in this connection the Department's
records show that several mail despatches from Tokyo bearing the dates Septem-
ber 3, September 15 and September 20, 1941 were received in the Department’s
Division of Communications and Records on October 27, 1941.

Sincerely yours,
HERBERT S." MARKS,
Assistant to the Under Secretary.
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THE AMERICAN IEMBASSY,
Tokyo, September 22, 1941.

I'HE DPRESIDENT, :
THe WHITE HOUsSE, WASHINGTON.,

Dear FrRaNk : I have not bothered you with personal letters for some time for
the good reason that letters are now subject to long delays owing to the infrequent
sailings of ships carrying our diplomatic pouches, and because developments in
American-Japanese relations are moving xo comparatively rapidly that my com-
ments would generally be too muech out of date to be helpful when they reached
vou, But I have tried and am coustantly trying in my telegrams to the Secretary
of State to paint an accurate picture of the moving scene from day to day. I hope
that yvou see them regularly.

As yon know from my telegrams, I am in close touch with Prince Konoye who
in the fuee of hitter antagonism from extremist and pro-Axis elements in the
country is courageously working for an improvement in Japan's relations with the
United States. He bears the heavy responsibility for having allowed our relations
to come to such a pass and he no doubt now sees the handwriting on the wall
and realizes that Japan has nothing to hope for from the Tripartite Pact and
must shift her orientation of policy if she is to avoid disaster; but whatever
the incentive that has led to his present efforts, I am convinced that he now means
husiness and will go as far as is possible, without incurring open rebellion in
Japan, to reach a reasonable understanding with us, In spite of all the evidence
of Japan’s bad faith in times past in failing to live up to her commitments, I be-
lieve that there is a better chanee of the present Government implementing
whatever commitments it may now undertake than has been the case in recent
vears. It seems to me highly unlikely that this chance will come again or that
any Japanese statesman other than Prince Konoye could succeed in controlling the
military extremists in carrying through a policy which they, in their ignorance
of international affairs and economic laws, resent and oppose. The alternative to
reaching a settlement now would be the greatly increased probability of
war—Facilis descensus Averno est—and while we would undoubtedly win in the
end, I question whether it is in our own interest to see an impoverished Japan
reduced to the position of a third-rate Power. I therefore most earnestly hope
that we can come to terms, even if we must take on trust, at least to some degree,
the continued good faith and ability of the present Government fully to implement
those terms.

I venture to enclose a copy of a letter which I recently wrote to a Japanese
friend who had expressed the hope that the United States would ultimately come
to sympathize and to cooperate with Japanese in pursuing her “legitimate inter-
ests and aspiration”. The letter was sent by my friend, on his own initiative, to
Prince Konoye.

My admiration of the masterly way in which yon have led and are leading our
country in the present turmoil in world affairs steadily increases.

Faithfully yours,
JosepH G. GREW.
Enclosure.
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